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Varèse Sarabande’s 35th Anniversary Concert Gathers Hollywood’s Top 

Composers on the Red Carpet for a Movie Music Lover’s Dream 
- Mia Resella 

 
 

Film score record label Varèse Sarabande commemorated their 35th anniversary on May 

11th with a spectacular red carpet event at the Warner Grand Theatre in San Pedro. The 

celebration included a sold-out movie music concert as performed by the Golden State Pops 

Orchestra and attended by Hollywood’s most in-demand composers (including Hans 

Zimmer, John Powell, and Mark Isham, to name a few). The day’s events also included the 

world premiere of the Star Trek Into Darkness soundtrack conducted by composer Michael 
Giacchino, and a free album art exhibit open to the public. 

  

Michael Giacchino 



For those unfamiliar with Varèse Sarabande Records, it was the first label to devote itself 

exclusively to film music, home to more of “film music’s greatest composers” than any other 

label, and has released over 1,500 film scores. If you think of one of your favorite movie 

scores, chances are, it’s with Varèse. As a result, the gala was able to pull together some of 

the biggest names in film score composing from across the world and gather them under 

one roof. One of the top guests was the goofy and talented Michael Giacchino 

(Up,Ratatouille), there to conduct a selection from his upcoming soundtrack for Star Trek 

Into Darkness. Mark Isham (Crash, Dolphin Tale), Brian Tyler (Iron Man 3, Fast 5), John 

Debney (Elf, Passion of the Christ), Cliff Eidelman (Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered 

Country, Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants), Diego Navarro (Oscar: The Color of Destiny), 

Steven Allen Fox (conductor of the Golden State Pops Orchestra) and others graced the pre-

show red carpet where fans crowded to catch a glimpse. Christopher Lennertz (Identity 

Thief, Hop) joked as photographers eagerly snapped his picture, “This is much better when 

there’s no famous actors around!” The composers seemed genuinely pleased to see each 

other, and camaraderie only grew when Christopher Young (Spider-Man 3, The 

Grudge) arrived in rock-star attire. He clasped hands and embraced Austin Wintory 
(Grace, A Little Help), who credited Young as “my mentor.” 

  

Christopher Lennertz 

John Williams had originally been scheduled for an appearance but was unable to attend, 

although another Hollywood legend with an avid fan base was present—the prolific Hans 

Zimmer (Lion King, Dark Knight). Zimmer eschewed the red carpet photo op, but did appear 

onstage to play piano for Driving Miss Daisy. And while the other composers chatted with 

friends and audience members after the show, the mysterious Zimmer somehow managed 

to again whiz by without attention and disappeared into the night.  Similarly, well-known 

member of Tim Burton’s dream team Danny Elfman (Edward Scissorhands, Beetlejuice) did 

not engage in pre-show mingling, but did make a brief onstage appearance. During the 



concert, Elfman fans were also treated to the first-ever live rendition of Pee Wee’s Big 
Adventure, Elfman’s premier film with Burton. 

  

As the concert began with an overture sampling famous Varèse movie scores, the audience 

settled in to the transition that many modern audiences now face when attending an 

orchestral concert: going from the familiar act of listening to an mp3 in the comfort of their 

homes or cars to sitting quietly watching a stage full of seated performers. So if movie 

soundtracks are so readily available on CDs, YouTube, iTunes, and streaming, not to 

mention underneath the movies themselves, can you gain anything more from listening to 

them live? Within minutes of Steven Allen Fox’s arrangement, that question (and the rest of 

the world with it) melted away, foreshadowing the enchanting evening that was to follow. 

No matter how advanced the audio file, there is simply no way for it to capture the real-time 

magic of witnessing your favorite living legends conduct their own work before your eyes, 

no sound compression resulting in the clarity of every single instrument, and an enthused 
crowd of movie music lovers becoming enraptured together. 

  

Christopher Young and Austin Wintory 

One of the most moving performances of the evening was the Oscar-nominated How to 

Train Your Dragonsuite, conducted by (as the host introduced him) “the Great John Powell” 

(the Bourne Identity films, The Lorax). The score was absolutely bursting with energy and 

percussion, and was met with uproarious applause and a standing ovation. What could 

follow this? Fortunately, it was the equally as energetic and percussiveAliens vs. Predator: 

Requiem overture by Brian Tyler. In fact, several of the performances that night received 

much-deserved standing ovations, particularly the soundtrack for Rudy, which was used to 

honor the late Varèse legend Jerry Goldsmith. The applause went on for so long that Cliff 

Eidelman, who was guest conducting the piece, was forced to return onstage to take a 



standing bow with the rest of the orchestra. And audiences couldn’t help but laugh during 

the beautiful Shrek suite as the projector showed clips from the film’s climax. Not to be 

outdone, Giacchino’s Star Trek Into Darkness suite was incredibly well-received with yet 

another standing ovation, carrying the air of excitement that comes with a much-anticipated 

headlining event. All of the evening’s selections, removed from the context of their films, 

showed just how much of the story is told through music, and how a score can truly 

resonate with an audience just as much (and sometimes perhaps more) than the movie 
itself. 

  

The composers, the conductors, the orchestra, and above all the music were the stars of the 

event, not Varèse Sarabande the brand. Producer and host of the concert Robert Townson is 

obviously a film score fanatic who truly believes in and reveres the work and talent he 

gathered together onstage. But veteran music agent Richard Kraft, who represents some of 

Hollywood’s biggest composers (including Danny Elfman), took a moment to honor the 

modest Townson in a humorous and good-natured speech. Kraft credited Townson for going 

above and beyond in organizing the magnificent concert gala, comparing him to Charlie 

Bucket inheriting the Chocolate Factory. They couldn’t let just anyone run Varèse, he 

explained. They had to search far and wide with golden tickets to find the perfect fit, and 

that was Townson. Kraft also used the opportunity to lovingly poke fun at Verése’s logo, 

speculating at what it might be (a squashed bug?) while simultaneously honoring the label’s 
tremendous history.   

  

Christopher Lennertz, Robert Townson, Cliff Eidelman, John Debney, Austin Wintory 

After the performance, a VIP reception was held and attended by about 250 guests. 

Townson emphasized that it was impossible to fit all of Varèse’s wonderful film music into 

one evening, joking (or perhaps not joking) that he had previously cut the concert length 



down from 6 hours. Luckily, Townson announced that Varèse Sarabande will be holding 
another concert event on October 19th as their 35th Anniversary Halloween Gala. 

  

For more information on Varèse Sarabande, visit http://www.varesesarabande.com. Check 
out upcoming performances of the Golden State Pops Orchestra at http://www.gspo.com/. 

  

To read about the album cover art exhibit that accompanied this performance, click here.  
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